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Deborah Kuehn, Garneth Kuiper, Jessica 
Kuipers, Michelle Kutzke, Anne Kvamme, April 
Labat, Maari Labrie, Shannon Ladd, Lynne 
Laird, Elizabeth Laird, Rose Lammers, Jamie 
Lammers, Brooke Lancaster, Gretchen 
Landers, Ashley Landis, Jane Langbehn, Julie 
Langerock, Elizabeth Lapp, Whitney Larsen, 
Kristine Larson, Elizabeth Larson, Steven 
Laughlin. 

Emily Law, Lori Lawson, Stephanie Leader, 
Susan Leddy, Megan Leddy, Lisa Lee, Tara 
Lee, Melissa Lehr, Debra Leibel, Susan 
Leitheiser, Shelby Lemler, Sophia Lenter, Re-
becca Leonard, Sarah Lepke, Alysia Lester, 
Tara Liddiard, Daniel Lindquist, Denise Lind-
say, Donna Linke, Angela Lisburg, Tanya 
Llanque, Noreen Lloyd, Stacey Loen, Jenny 
Loepp, Margaret Loewen, Jacklyn Logue, Lisa 
Lubbers, Vicki Lubbers, Matthew Lutjens, Brit-
tany Lyle, Rachel Lynde, Rachele Lyons, An-
gela Maag, Angela Mackner, Melissa 
Magstadt, Matthew Mahal, Aimy Mahony, 
Marcia Mankin-McGee, Ryan Manson, Sheryl 
Marckstadt, Mary Ann Marrs, Kim Marshall, 
Kayla Martens, Roger Martin, Catherine Martin 
Frederick, Susan Matthew, Colleen Maurer, 
Lindsey Mayer, Crystal McCarty, Rebecca 
McCaskell, Catherine McCulley, Melinda 
McCusker, Kelly McDermott, Rebecca 
McDugle, Noelle McGee, Jennifer McGinnis, 
Julie McIntosh, Jenny Mclntosh, Amanda Mc-
Millan, Amber McMillin, James McNeely, Te-
resa Mead-Hahn, Andrea Meekins, Barbara 
Meek-Thue, Paige Meester, Kayla Mehlhaf, 
Michelle Mehrer, Theresa Mehrman, Lynette 
Melby, Jill Melby, Sarah Menking, Kara 
Mergen, Aneta Mergen, Megan Merkel. 

Natasha Meyer, Andrea Meyer, Michelle 
Meyers, Katie Michelson, Theresa Miiller, San-
dra Miller, Catherine Miller, Brian Miller, Laural 
Mills, Heather Mitzel, Megan Moeding, Ashley 
Moisan, Rebecca Moke, Shelly Monnens, 
Kathryn Moore, Jennifer Morlang, Jessica 
Morrell, Susan Morris, Jill Moser, Leslie Moss, 
Rolf Muldbakken, Cynthia Mulder, Brooke 
Munk, Karen Murphy, Twila Mursu, Bonnie 
Murtha, Andrew Murtha, Jill Muth, Jane 
Mutschelknaus, Shawn Myhre, Paulette 
Nankivel, Kim Nearhood, Debra Nearman, 
Lindsey Nedved, Alisha Neises, Christopher 
Nelson, Christopher Nelson, Nicole Nelson, 
Cassie Nelson, Jessica Nelson, Mary Nemec, 
Salina Neuman, Kathryn Nevins, Theresa 
Newcomb, Jennifer Newman, Suzanne 
Newsom, Amy Newstrom, Arica Nickles, Kim-
berly Niemann, Elizabeth Niemeyer, Melissa 
Nietert, Samuel Niewenhuis, Amy Noonan, 
Elizabeth Nooney, Jessica Norder, Channing 
Nordin, Adam Norenberg, Eric Noyes, Kim-
berly Oberloh, Peggy O’Connor, Mary 
Olhausen. 

Dana Olinger, Ashley Oliver, Jennalee 
Olsen, Lindsay Olson, Susan Olson, Rebecca 
Olson, Ross Olson, Colleen Oman, Amanda 
O’Neil, Elizabeth O’Neill, Andrea Orr, Charisse 
Ortman Brockmueller, Melody Otte, Hannah 
Otten, Vicki Owen, Cynthia Pallesen, Lindsey 
Palmer, Martha Pap, Karla Parkes, Donna 
Parry, Marie Patton, Lynn Paul, Bette Paulsen, 
Rachel Paulsen, Beata Pearce, Sarah 
Pearman, Andrea Pedersen, Anita Pendo, Ar-
thur Pepper, Todd Persson, Megan Persson, 
Penny Petersen, Bonnie Petersen, Ericka Pe-
tersen, Andria Petersen, Lindsey Peterson, 
Bonnie Peterson, Lindsay Peterson, Anders 
Peterson, Jodi Peterson, Nathan Peterson, 
Robin PetersonLund, Nathan Pfeifle, Dania 
Phelps, Angela Pierson, Jill Pitz, Michele 

Plooster, Ryan Poppe, Amanda Pospischil, 
Kristin Pratt, Brandi Pravecek, Korie Pravecek, 
Jessica Preheim, Stephanie Preister, Esther 
Preszler, Vanessa Pribil, Gabrielle Price, 
Ericka Privitt, Evelyn Provell, Charles Pugsley, 
Tammie Pulling, Kjerstin Purintun. 

Dianna Puttmann, Michal Putzke, Marie 
Quaschnick, Sara Raabe, Kathryn Radigan, 
Rebecca Rakowicz, Dustin Randall, Daren 
Randall, Danielle Rathjen, Angela Ratzsch, 
Stacy Rausch, Jada Rausch, Cheryl Reagan, 
Rebecca Reausaw, Carmen Redlin, Traci 
Redmond, Jennifer Redmond, Cora Reid, 
Danielle Reiff, June Reiling, Jennifer Reiner, 
Amber Reints, Meggan Reisch, Nancy 
Reishus, Jenifer Reitsma, Tiffany Reitsma, 
Mitchell Relf, Betsy Rentschler, Nelinda 
Rhode, Susan Richards, Amanda Richter, 
Kristina Rieffenberger, Trisha Rieffenberger, 
Josie Ries, Maggie Riggs, Angela Riley, An-
drea Rische, Carrie Rise, Jennifer Risse, Re-
becca Risty, Rena Robbennolt, Lindsey Robin-
son, Shirley Roddy, Jamie Roder, Sarah 
Rodolph, Denise Roemen-Kramer, Michele 
Rohde, Kristin Rokusek, Tracy Romey, Gwenn 
Rosenau, Sherry Ross, Kristi Ross, Katlyn 
Rostyne, Joy Roth, Dione Rowe, Ryan Rowe. 

JaNell Rubelt, Jessica Rumpca, Karen 
Runge, Ninel Ruzhitsky, Robert Safar, Megan 
Sage, Tracy Salameh, Todd Salfrank, Sarah 
Sapp, Maria Sargent, Ann Sarutzki-Tucker, 
Tressa Sattler, April Saufley, Diane 
Schabauer, Verna Schad, Marin Schaefer, 
Tanya Schaeffer, Jenny Schaeffer, Brandi 
Schave, Laura Schirber, Constance Schmidt, 
Angela Schmidt, Darcie Schmidt, Colleen 
Schmidt, Kate Schmidt, Amanda Schmieg, 
April Schneider, Kelsey Schnepf, April 
Schnieder, Jill Schramm, Emily Schreur, 
Maryann Schroder, Beth Schroeder, Erin 
Schroeder, Patricia Schroeder, Zachary 
Schroer, Sarah Schryvers, Peggy Schuelke, 
Bethany Schultz, Jami Schultz, Mariah 
Schurman, Kathy Schweitzer, Carla Schweit-
zer, Gretchen Scott, Glenn Scotting, Donna 
Sebesta, Shelly Selland, and Wade 
Sendelbach. 

Over the past year they have faced chal-
lenges most of us cannot even imagine. They 
have shown incredible resolve in the face of 
adversity. They have shown us all how to 
seek positivity and hope in each day as we 
weather the storms that come our way. 

I couldn’t be more thankful to represent the 
incredible people across South Dakota and all 
over the nation who work hard each day, not 
for fame, not for recognition or for money, but 
for the betterment of their communities. This is 
what makes America strong. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to recognize these hard-
working individuals. 

f 

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2021 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
include in the RECORD the following letters of 
support from religious organizations for H.R. 1, 
as amended. 

FAITHFUL DEMOCRACY, 
December 4, 2020. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL, 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. CHARLES E. ‘‘CHUCK’’ SCHUMER, 
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, LEADER MCCON-
NELL, LEADER SCHUMER AND LEADER MCCAR-
THY: The Faithful Democracy interfaith coa-
lition writes in support of the For the People 
Act, the transformational democracy reform 
bill that would help return power to every-
day Americans. While we represent a diver-
sity of beliefs and traditions, we unite 
around the common goal of creating a 
healthier, thriving democracy. The thirty 
national faith-based organizations and con-
gregations below urge Congress to prioritize 
passage of this pro-voter, anti-corruption 
legislation in the 117th Congress to advance 
the nation towards that goal. 

We recognize that, on a practical level, 
only a healthy, well-functioning democracy 
has the capacity to attend to the pressing 
needs that our faith calls us to address: the 
COVID pandemic, systemic racism, climate 
change, hunger, violence, poverty, 
healthcare and more. The challenges that 
face our nation are serious and deeply con-
cerning—and include partisan gridlock 
among policy-makers. Faithful Democracy 
partners are committed to structural democ-
racy reforms that lay a solid foundation for 
rebuilding our nation. 

Democratic governance is the best existing 
system to peacefully hold a diversity of 
ideas, to enable healthy compromise among 
competing interests and to instill a sense of 
belonging among all its members. However, 
ours falls short since our democratic systems 
are open to manipulation by those seeking to 
amass power or undercut the common good 
for special interests. 

The 2020 election has underscored the ur-
gent need for transformational democracy 
reform. Across the nation, Americans experi-
enced unprecedented voter suppression, his-
toric levels of dark money spent to drown 
out the voices of everyday Americans, and 
rampant ethical abuses by special interests. 
The comprehensive For the People Act ad-
dresses many of these problems, opening the 
door for legislative solutions. The bill has 
three overarching goals: protect and 
strengthen the sacred right to vote, end the 
dominance of big money in politics, and im-
plement anti-corruption, pro-ethics meas-
ures to clean up government. 

This historic legislation passed the House 
of Representatives by a wide margin in 
March 2019 and was cosponsored by 46 mem-
bers of the Senate. President-elect Joe Biden 
has stated that a ‘‘first priority’’ of his ad-
ministration will be to lead on a comprehen-
sive set of democracy solutions like those re-
flected in the For the People Act. House and 
Senate Democratic leaders have similarly 
said they will prioritize this once-in-a-gen-
eration legislation. The undersigned organi-
zations with the Faithful Democracy coali-
tion urge Congress to take bipartisan action 
on the election reform, anti-corruption and 
voting rights provisions encompassed in the 
For The People Act as a first priority in the 
new Congressional session. 

Alliance of Baptists; American Friends 
Service Committee; Church World Service; 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the 
Good Shepherd, U.S. Provinces; Congrega-
tion of Sisters of St. Agnes; Creation Justice 
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Ministries; Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America; Faith in Public Life; Faithful 
America; Franciscan Action Network; 
Friends Committee on National Legislation; 
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA); 
Hindus for Human Rights; Leadership Con-
ference of Women Religious; Mormon Women 
for Ethical Government. 

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd; National Council of 
Churches; National Council of Jewish 
Women; NETWORK Lobby for Catholic So-
cial Justice; Pax Christi USA; Poligon Edu-
cation Fund; Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
Office of Public Witness; Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice; Sadhana: Coalition 
of Progressive Hindus; Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas Justice Team; Society of the 
Sacred Heart United States Canada Prov-
ince; The United Methodist Church—General 
Board of Church and Society; Union for Re-
form Judaism; Unitarian Universalists for 
Social Justice; United Church of Christ, Jus-
tice and Witness Ministries. 

FAITH IN PUBLIC LIFE, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: On behalf of 
40,000 faith leaders across the country, I 
write in support of the For the People Act, 
the transformational democracy reform bill 
that would help return power to everyday 
Americans. As people of faith, we believe 
every person’s inherent dignity can only be 
upheld if every person’s right to vote is en-
sured and protected. Therefore, we are urg-
ing Congress to prioritize passage of this pro- 
voter, anti-corruption legislation in the 
117th Congress to advance the nation to-
wards that moral goal. Along with 
prioritizing action on the For the People Act 
(H.R. 1), we call on Congress to also pass the 
John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act (H.R. 4). 

Our nation faces numerous pressing chal-
lenges like the COVID pandemic, systemic 
racism, the climate crisis, and healthcare in-
equities. We can only solve these problems 
with a healthy, inclusive democracy where 
all people have a voice. Leaders must take 
swift action to protect the right to vote and 
to strengthen our democratic foundations 
from abuse and manipulation by the power-
ful and the wealthy at the expense of the his-
torically marginalized and most vulnerable 
people in our nation. 

The 2020 election has underscored the ur-
gent need for transformational democracy 
reform. Across the nation, Americans experi-
enced unprecedented voter suppression, his-
toric levels of dark money spent to drown 
out the voices of everyday Americans, and 
rampant ethical abuses by special interests 
in the 2020 elections. One sweeping bill, the 
For the People Act, addresses many of these 
problems. 

The common-sense reforms in this legisla-
tion, which are deeply popular and have 
passed in many states and localities, aim to 
accomplish three overarching goals: (1) pro-
tecting and strengthening the sacred right to 
vote, (2) ending the dominance of big money 
in politics, and (3) implementing anti-cor-
ruption, pro-ethics measures to clean up gov-
ernment. For far too long, Black and Brown 
communities have been silenced through 
voter disenfranchisement and government 
prioritizing corporation interests above our 
communities needs. H.R. 1 would work to 
remedy centuries of injustice and advance 
racial equity in our country. This is a moral 
issue and Congress must act now. 

This historic legislation gained momentum 
early in the 116th Congress, passing the 
House of Representatives by a wide margin 
in March 2019 and garnering cosponsorshlp 
by nearly half of the Senate upon introduc-
tion. President-elect Joe Biden has stated 
that a ‘‘first priority’’ of his administration 

will be to lead on a comprehensive set of de-
mocracy reforms like those reflected in the 
For the People Act. Again, on behalf of Faith 
in Public Life, I urge Congress to prioritize 
bipartisan action on the For the People Act 
in the 117th Session. 

Sincerely, 
REV. JENNIFER BUTLER. 

FRANCISCAN ACTION NETWORK, 
Washington, DC, November 25, 2020. 

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: The Francis-
can Action Network writes in strong support 
of the For the People Act (H.R. 1/S. 949), the 
transformational democracy reform package 
that would help return power to everyday 
American families. We strongly urge you to 
prioritize passage of this pro-voter, anti-cor-
ruption legislation in the 117th Congress. 
Along with the passage of the For the People 
Act, Congress must also prioritize the John 
R. Lewis Voting Rights Act (H.R. 4) and leg-
islation granting statehood to Washington, 
D.C. (H.R. 51). 

The 2020 election has underscored the ur-
gent need for transformational democracy 
reform. Across the nation, Americans experi-
enced unprecedented voter suppression, his-
toric levels of dark money spent to drown 
out the voices of everyday Americans, and 
rampant ethical abuses by special interests. 
One sweeping bill, the For the People Act, 
addresses many of these problems. This his-
toric legislation passed the House of Rep-
resentatives with unanimous Democratic 
support in March 2019 and was cosponsored 
by all members of the Senate Democratic 
Caucus. President-elect Joe Biden has stated 
that a ‘‘first priority’’ of his administration 
will be to lead on a comprehensive set of de-
mocracy solutions like those reflected in the 
For the People Act. House and Senate Demo-
cratic leaders have similarly said they will 
prioritize this once-in-a-generation legisla-
tion. In fact, several days after the election, 
Speaker Pelosi reiterated her strong support 
for the For the People Act by saying the 
House ‘‘will proudly pass our election re-
form, anti-corruption and voting rights leg-
islation by passing H.R. 1 on the first day of 
the new Congress.’’ 

The common-sense reforms in this legisla-
tion, which are deeply popular and have 
passed in many states and localities, aim to 
accomplish three overarching goals: (1) pro-
tecting and strengthening the sacred right to 
vote, (2) ending the dominance of big money 
in politics, and (3) implementing anti-cor-
ruption, pro-ethics measures to clean up gov-
ernment. Without structural democracy re-
form, our nation will remain unable to fully 
address important substantive priorities for 
the American people, such as expanding af-
fordable healthcare and stopping the spread 
of COVID–19, protecting the environment, 
and creating millions of good-paying jobs. As 
Franciscans, our shared Christian faith 
teaches us that we must recognize each per-
son as a gift from God, and that we must em-
phasize the importance of the essential hu-
manity and dignity of each person. And, as 
Pope Francis calls us to ‘‘meddle in politics’’ 
we interpret this concept as a requirement 
that all Americans must have an equal say 
in the public square. 

Again, on behalf of the Franciscan Action 
Network, we ask you to ensure that the For 
the People Act is the first priority when the 
new Congress is convened. 

Sincerely, 
JASON MILLER, 

Franciscan Action Network, 
Director of Campaigns and Development. 

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL LEGISLATION, 

Washington, DC, February 18, 2021. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: We ask that 

you support and co-sponsor S. 1. Representa-

tive democracy is the very foundation of our 
nation. It is a foundation cracked with a leg-
acy of exclusivity, the 3/5ths compromise, 
disenfranchisement, and suppression. Access 
to voting has been used to secure power for 
some and deprive it from others. As Quakers, 
we believe that there is that of God in every-
one. No one has less value. Unfortunately, 
voter suppression undermines democracy and 
disproportionately affects Black and brown 
communities. 

State legislative bills across the country 
have the effect of shutting out millions like 
voter caging in Ohio or poll closures in Geor-
gia. For instance, the Georgia legislature has 
been proposing a number of measures to 
make it harder to vote like restricting new 
voters from voting in the runoff. We have 
seen similar restrictive measures across the 
country to avoid an electoral outcome and 
rig the process for one party. This is im-
moral. 

Our democracy can live up to its potential 
only if the government ensures open access 
to public office and electoral processes; curbs 
the influence of money and corporate power; 
safeguards the integrity of the voting proc-
ess without raising unnecessary barriers; 
provides full participation for 
disenfranchised people, including those cur-
rently and formerly incarcerated; and pro-
tects and secures electoral and voting proce-
dures from foreign and domestic inter-
ference. 

We need to expand voting rights to all 
Americans and take more measures to en-
sure the integrity of our elections. We must 
reduce voter suppression tactics like poll 
closures, exact match, signature match, 
voter-caging, and a number of other ele-
ments deceptively presented as measures to 
protect the voting process. The influence of 
big money in politics has a chilling effect on 
the electorate who cannot pay-to-play. That 
is why we, Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, urge you to support the For the 
People Act of 2021. 

It is no secret there is an ever-growing 
trend of mistrust and frustration with gov-
ernment nationwide. The For the People Act 
offers a key opportunity to restore faith in 
American democracy. 

Elements of S.1 that would go a long way 
to restore the integrity of our elections: 

Establishes Election Day as a national hol-
iday to allow everyone the vote 

Institutes same-day and automatic voter 
registration 

Simplifies and improves voter registration 
processes 

Prohibits voter intimidation and voter- 
caging 

Eliminates gerrymandering through redis-
tricting commissions 

Requires 15 consecutive days of early vot-
ing 

Declares Congress’ intent to protect access 
to native voters 

Restores voting rights to the formerly in-
carcerated 

Requires disclosure of donations above 
$10,000 to organizations engaged in election-
eering 

Establishes small-donor financing, funded 
from fines on corporate malfeasance and tax 
crimes, to stop the deepest pockets from con-
trolling the debate 

Prohibits foreign money in elections via 
shell companies, social welfare organiza-
tions, or super PACs. 

For far too long, flaws, or even active 
voter suppression, in our election system 
have been neglected. The Friends Committee 
on National Legislation supports the For the 
People Act because it reflects our belief that 
every American should have their voices 
heard through secure elections. Laws should 
include measures to assure voting rights and 
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political voice. We believe in an ethical gov-
ernment that works solely in the interest of 
the people. Quakers are united in our sup-
port for transparent and fair elections. We 
encourage you to support this legislation so 
we can actualize a more inclusive, secure, 
and moral democracy for today and genera-
tions to come. 

Sincerely, 
DIANE E. RANDALL, 

General Secretary, Friends 
Committee on National Legislation (FCNL). 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
OF WOMEN RELIGIOUS, 

January 6, 2021. 
The Leadership Conference of Women Reli-

gious (LCWR) is deeply concerned about the 
state of our nation and the future of our de-
mocracy and we are committed to using our 
voice in the public square to speak about 
matters of justice and moral good. In this in-
creasingly divided nation, we are called to 
take action to repair our democracy and con-
tribute to the work of building a more per-
fect union. That is why we urge you to sup-
port the For the People Act. 

We consider the protection of the rights of 
the people to free and fair elections, equi-
table and fair representation, and account-
ability for elected leaders to be among the 
most critical moral issues of our day. That is 
why we are urging Congress to prioritize pas-
sage of this pro-voter, anti-corruption legis-
lation. That is why we are asking you to 
take immediate action on the For the People 
Act (H.R. 1) and the John R. Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement Act (H.R. 4). 

Only a healthy democracy has the capacity 
to attend to the pressing needs our faith, and 
our national values, call us to address: the 
COVID–19 pandemic, systemic racism, eco-
nomic inequality, climate change, justice for 
migrants, hunger and poverty, violence of 
every type, access to healthcare and more. 
We must take swift action to protect voting 
rights, strengthen our democratic institu-
tions, and put an end to manipulation by 
wealthy and powerful special interests at the 
expense of the historically marginalized and 
most vulnerable people in our nation. 

The 2020 election underscored the urgent 
need for transformational reform. The For 
the People’s Act coupled with the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act go a 
long way toward addressing the voter sup-
pression, dark money and ethical abuses that 
threaten our democracy. 

The common-sense reforms proposed in 
this legislation aim to accomplish three 
overarching goals: (1) protecting and 
strengthening the sacred right to vote, (2) 
ending the dominance of big money in poli-
tics, and (3) implementing anti-corruption, 
pro-ethics measures to clean up government. 
They will go a long way toward fixing our 
democracy. 

On behalf of LCWR’s 1300 members, who 
represent more than 32,000 Catholic sisters in 
the United States, we urge members of Con-
gress on both sides of the aisle to prioritize 
bipartisan action on the For the People Act. 
We pledge to continue to work with all peo-
ple of good will to promote the common good 
as we to continue to build God’s beloved 
community. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, 
Washington, DC, December 4, 2020. 

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: I am writing 
on behalf of the 180,000 advocates of the Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) in 
strong support of a transformational democ-
racy reform package that would help return 
power to everyday Americans—For the Peo-
ple Act (HR1/S949). I urge you to prioritize 
passage of this critical measure in the 117th 
Congress. 

The common-sense reforms in HR 1/S949, 
which are deeply popular and have passed in 
many states and localities, aim to accom-
plish three overarching goals: (1) protecting 
and strengthening the sacred right to vote, 
(2) ending the dominance of big money in 
politics, and (3) implementing anti-corrup-
tion, pro-ethics measures to clean up govern-
ment. Without structural democracy reform, 
our nation will remain unable to fully ad-
dress important substantive priorities crit-
ical amid a pandemic, including protecting 
and expanding affordable health care, stop-
ping the spread of COVID–19, and ensuring 
jobs and wages that allow people to support 
themselves. 

The 2020 election has underscored the ur-
gent need for democracy reform. Across the 
nation, Americans experienced unprece-
dented voter suppression, historic levels of 
dark money spent, and rampant ethical 
abuses—all with the goal of drowning out 
particular voices. For the People Act ad-
dresses many of these challenges. NCJW was 
proud to support this historic legislation 
when it was first introduced. And, we were 
thrilled to mobilize our advocates in support 
of the bill, which passed the House in March 
2019. 

President-elect Joe Biden has stated that a 
‘‘first priority’’ of his administration will be 
to lead on a comprehensive set of democracy 
solutions like those reflected in the For the 
People Act. With your support, we can help 
make these important improvements a re-
ality. 

Again, I hope you will make HR 1/S949, For 
the People Act, a priority when the 117th 
Congress convenes. Our democracy must 
work for everyone. 

Sincerely, 
JODY RABHAN, 

Chief Policy Officer, 
National Council of Jewish Women. 

NETWORK LOBBY FOR 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE, 

Washington, DC, November 20, 2020. 
Chairwoman ZOE LOFGREN, 
House Administration Committee, 
Washington DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE LOFGREN: NET-
WORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice is 
writing to express our steadfast support for 
the For the People Act (HR1/S.949), the 
transformational democracy reform package 
that would lay the necessary foundation to 
heal and rebuild our nation. We strongly 
urge you to prioritize passage of this pro- 
voter, anti-corruption legislation in the 
117th Congress. It is needed now, more than 
ever. 

The 2020 election in COVID only under-
scored the urgent need for transformational 
democracy reform. Across the nation, Ameri-
cans witnessed unprecedented voter suppres-
sion, historic levels of dark money spent to 
drown out the voices of everyday Americans, 
and rampant ethical abuses by special inter-
ests. We know that the For the People Act 
addresses many of these problems. The 
American people have shown that our de-
mocracy can still deliver, despite all of its 
shortfalls, and Congress must in turn 
strengthen and protect our democracy. 

NETWORK Lobby is a social justice advo-
cacy organization with a legacy of advancing 
the common good through federal policy; our 
work is predicated on a functional democ-
racy that is accountable to the people. This 
accountability and responsiveness is dimin-
ishing as the influence of special interest and 
dark money in politics grows and as the 
voices of individual American voters are sti-
fled through voter suppression and gerry-
mandering. Our democracy needs reforms to 
recognize and respond to the needs of the 
most vulnerable among us in the midst of a 
pandemic and an economic crisis. 

The reforms in this legislation are popular 
with the American people and are already in 
place in many states and localities. This 
comprehensive package aims to accomplish 
three overarching goals: protecting and 
strengthening the sacred right to vote; end-
ing the dominance of big money in politics; 
and implementing anticorruption, pro-ethics 
measures to clean up government. Without 
structural democracy reform to begin restor-
ing the faith of the electorate in government 
accountability, our nation will remain di-
vided and unable to overcome the multiple 
crises currently at hand. 

The momentum gained in 2019 and the 
unanimous support by Democrats in both 
chambers must now be driven forward with 
fresh energy. President-elect Joe Biden has 
stated that a ‘‘first priority’’ of his adminis-
tration will be to lead on a comprehensive 
set of democracy solutions like those re-
flected in the For the People Act. House and 
Senate Democratic leaders have similarly 
said they will prioritize this once-in-a-gen-
eration legislation. NETWORK Lobby for 
Catholic Social Justice—on behalf of our 
90,000 members across the nation—is asking 
you to ensure that the For the People Act is 
a first priority when the new Congress is 
convened. These reforms are desperately 
needed and overwhelmingly desired by the 
American people. 

Sincerely, 
SR. SIMONE CAMPBELL, 

Executive Director, 
NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice. 

SISTERS OF MERCY, 
Silver Spring, MD, February 19, 2021. 

Speaker NANCY PELOSI, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: The Sisters of 
Mercy of the Americas is a congregation of 
Catholic women religious committed to 
work in communion with others who seek a 
more just and inclusive world, and as such, 
we write in strong support of the For the 
People Act (H.R. 1/S. 1). 

This democracy reform package is critical 
to overturning voter suppression that dis-
proportionately disenfranchises Black, 
Latino and young Americans and to limiting 
the undue influence of monied interests. 

The Sisters of Mercy believe ‘‘racism is an 
evil affecting us all.’’ We work to mobilize 
sisters and associates in recognizing and dis-
mantling institutional racism and believe 
that upholding the voting rights of 
marginalized Americans is a critical step to-
wards dismantling the systemic racism that 
underlies so much of our nation’s infrastruc-
ture. 

It became all too clear over the past three 
months how fragile our democracy is. We 
came frighteningly close to an overturned 
election as President Trump and his loyal-
ists, including many elected officials, de-
manded that ballots be discarded from cities 
with large Black populations. This played 
out to its logical end with the violent siege 
on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6th. 

The common-sense reforms in the For the 
People Act aim to (1) protect and strengthen 
the sacred right to vote, (2) end the domi-
nance of big money in politics, and (3) imple-
ment anti-corruption, pro-ethics measures to 
clean up government. Without structural de-
mocracy reform, our nation will remain un-
able to fully address important substantive 
priorities for the American people. These in-
clude expanding affordable healthcare and 
stopping the spread of COVID–19, eliminating 
systemic racism, protecting the environment 
and minimizing the threat of climate 
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change, and creating pathways to legal sta-
tus for immigrants who are contributing 
members of our communities. 

On behalf of the over 2300 Sisters of Mercy 
and the thousands of Mercy Associates 
across the United States, we urge you to 
demonstrate your leadership and ensure that 
the For the People Act is a priority in the 
117th Congress. 

Sincerely, 
MARGARET CONLEY, 

Director, Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas Justice Team. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, 

Washington, DC, February, 8, 2021. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: We write in 

support of the For the People Act (HR1/S1), 
the transformational democracy reform bill 
that would help return power to everyday 
Americans. We consider fair representation 
and accountability for elected leaders to be a 
moral issue of utmost importance. After the 
January 6th attack on the US Capitol, the 
urgency of democracy reforms to address our 
broken systems could not be more apparent. 
We are urging Congress to prioritize passage 
of this pro-voter, anti-corruption legislation. 

On a practical level, only a healthy, well- 
functioning democracy has the capacity to 
attend to any of the pressing needs our faith 
calls us to address: the COVID pandemic, 
systemic racism, climate change, hunger, vi-
olence, poverty, healthcare and more. On a 
moral level, leaders must take swift action 
to protect the right to vote and to strength-
en our democratic foundations from abuse 
and manipulation by the powerful and the 
wealthy at the expense of the historically 
marginalized and most vulnerable people in 
our nation. 

The 2020 election cycle and the insurrec-
tion on January 6th have underscored the ur-
gent need for transformational democracy 
reform. Across the nation, Americans experi-
enced unprecedented voter suppression, his-
toric levels of dark money spent to drown 
out the voices of everyday Americans, and 
rampant ethical abuses by special interests. 
The number of Americans misled into ques-
tioning the results of a safe and secure elec-
tion demonstrates the fragility of our de-
mocracy and the urgency of taking concrete 
actions to shore-up public trust. One sweep-
ing bill, the For the People Act (HR1/S1), ad-
dresses many of these problems. 

Our organization Unitarian Universalists 
for Social justice focuses on four major 
issues, all of which would be helped signifi-
cantly by fixing our democracy: economic 
justice, immigration justice, environmental 
justice, and democracy. This historic legisla-
tion has significant momentum in Congress 
with priority designation in both chambers. 
On behalf of UUSJ we urge Congress to pass 
the For the People Act (HR1/S1) quickly in 
the 117th Session. 

Sincerely, 
PABLO DEJEŚUS, 

Executive Director. 

CHURCH & SOCIETY, 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 

Washington, DC, February 22, 2021. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: As General 

Secretary of The United Methodist Church’s 
General Board of Church and Society, I write 
in support of the For the People Act (HR1), 
the transformational democracy reform bill 
that would help our political system be pro-
tected by strengthening the power of every-
day Americans to determine our nation’s 
leaders. Our ministry of justice and peace is 
connected to communities of faith across the 
United States and around the world who con-
sider fair representation and accountability 
for elected leaders to be a moral issue of ut-

most importance. I am urging Congress to 
prioritize passage of this legislation which 
increases the overall transparency and effec-
tiveness of our democratic systems. 

The General Board of Church and Society 
of The United Methodist Church is the public 
policy agency of The United Methodist 
Church, a global denomination with more 
than eight million members in the United 
States. 

We, as a denomination, understand that 
the strength of our political life together is 
determined by ‘‘the full and willing partici-
pation’’ of its citizens (2016 Book of Dis-
cipline, T 164a ‘‘Political Responsibility’’). 

The United Methodist Church affirms the 
right to vote for all adult citizens as a basic 
human right. 

‘‘We hold governments responsible for the 
protection of the rights of the people to free 
and fair elections . . . The form and the lead-
ers of all governments should be determined 
by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed 
to all adult citizens.’’ (2016 Book of Dis-
cipline, T 164a ‘‘Basic Freedoms and Human 
Rights.’’) 

The United Methodist Church calls for a 
vision of beloved community founded on eco-
nomic and racial justice, including strength-
ening voting rights protections, in light of 
continued systemic racism that threatens to 
undermine provisions for fair and free elec-
tions for all citizens. 

The For the People Act (HR1) makes sure 
that every citizen is able to exercise their 
civic duty free of voter suppression and 
murky campaign financing. 

Too many Americans, particularly in com-
munities of color, have been unjustly pre-
vented from exercising their right to vote 
through extraordinary and deeply discrimi-
natory voter suppression laws. Strong and 
dedicated community leaders are prevented 
from pursuing public office simply because of 
the overwhelming financial burden of run-
ning a campaign. On top of these deep sys-
temic issues, the number of Americans in the 
2020 election cycle misled into questioning 
the results of a general election with historic 
voter turn-out demonstrates the fragility of 
our democracy and the urgency of taking 
concrete actions to shore-up public trust. 
The For the People Act (HR1) addresses 
many of these problems. 

The common-sense reforms in this legisla-
tion, developed through years of bi-partisan 
efforts and passed in many states and local-
ities, aim to accomplish three overarching 
goals: (1) protecting and strengthening the 
right to vote, (2) reducing the influence of 
big money in politics, and (3) implementing 
anti-corruption, pro-ethics measures. 

This historic legislation has significant 
momentum in Congress with priority des-
ignation in both chambers. As a United 
Methodist faith leader, I urge Congress to 
pass the For the People Act (HR1) quickly in 
the 117th Session. 

Sincerely Yours, 
REV. DR. SUSAN HENRY- 

CROWE, 
General Secretary, General Board of Church 

and Society, The United Methodist 
Church. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF W. GENE 
KELLY 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor the memory of W. Gene 

Kelly. Gene passed away on February 17, 
2021 after a lifetime of service to the Blair 
County community. 

Gene lived in Martinsburg, Pennsylvania for 
most of his life. He graduated from Martins-
burg High School and attended college at 
Pennsylvania State University. After college, 
he worked for the Altoona Area School District 
for 25 years as an elementary school teacher 
and principal. 

Additionally, Gene served our great nation 
for six years in the U.S. Army Reserves, and 
he also founded the W. Gene Henry Mobile 
Home Parks in Martinsburg. 

Throughout his life, Gene was dedicated to 
community service. He made generous con-
tributions to support the Martinsburg Borough 
Municipal Building and Police Station, as well 
as the Martinsburg Volunteer Fire Company. 
He contributed to many community projects, 
including highway widenings, the Morrisons 
Cove Memorial Park, and a pair of buildings in 
the Fairview Cemetery. 

Gene was an admirable, generous, and 
faithful member of our community. It is my 
privilege to honor Gene Kelly’s life and legacy, 
and to recognize his many contributions to our 
nation and region. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HOT 
SPRINGS NATIVE, CLAY FARRAR 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Hot Springs pub-
lic servant and historian, Mr. Clay Farrar. He 
passed away on February 27, 2021, leaving 
behind a community which mourns the pass-
ing of a leader, a servant, a mentor, and a 
friend. 

For nearly 50 years, Mr. Farrar worked on 
a variety of projects around the Hot Springs 
community. As a partner at Farrar and Wil-
liams PLLC, he specialized in trust and estate 
planning. Serving as Chairman of the Hot 
Springs Chamber of Commerce in 1988, Mr. 
Farrar became instrumental in the develop-
ment and success of Hot Springs. He was 
considered an expert in local history, pro-
ducing a series on the National Park Rotary 
Club, writing monthly columns of local history 
for the Hot Springs Sentinel-Record, and con-
tributing to the Garland County Historical Soci-
ety. In 1985, Mr. Farrar had a profound impact 
on the preservation of Hot Springs National 
Park’s designation when efforts were made to 
return it to its original designation as the Hot 
Springs Reservation. Even after his retirement, 
Mr. Farrar continued to serve as chairperson 
of the committee tasked with the repurposing 
of the ACTI Complex, or the Army/Navy Hos-
pital, which graces the Downtown Hot Springs 
skyline. 

In addition to his life of service for his be-
loved city, Mr. Farrar was known to be an in-
spiration and a mentor to many in the commu-
nity, teaching the power of devotion and hard 
work through each project he tackled. It is 
from men like Mr. Clay Farrar that we can dis-
cover the importance of learning from our own 
history to define our future. From him, we de-
rive the definition of true servant leadership. 

I take this time today to honor the life of 
service exemplified by Clay Farrar. I thank him 
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